
Project #2 

Random Acts of Kindness Project Suggestions

One of the messages emphasized in Of Beetles & Angels is the moving power that random acts of kindness can have on a community. Random acts of kindness are actions taken to help others without the expectation of anything in return. 

Here are three suggestions for projects that can be adjusted for long or short term work involving random acts of kindness:

· Class Scrapbook
Assign each student to perform a random act of kindness in his/her daily life, then to create a page describing and illustrating the act with a short paragraph and a visual representation (drawing, clip art, collage, etc.) Assemble the pages into a scrapbook through which everyone in the class can browse.

· Group Presentations
Assign the students to spend one week performing random acts of kindness in their daily lives. At the end of the week, ask them to prepare a short presentation about their acts including visuals (power point presentations, photos, posters, etc.) to be presented within their small groups. 

· Art project
Assign the students to perform a random act of kindness in their community, then to represent their act through a hanging mobile, a collage, a diorama, or a poster. Display their creations throughout the classroom.

· Group Act of Kindness
Organize a fieldtrip during which the entire class can work together to perform an act of kindness for those they do not personally know. After completing the project, have the students reflect on the experience.

Example: One ELL Hoffman Estates High School class went to a Bright Hope warehouse, a Christian relief organization that runs a store that sells the goods made by women in villages of foreign countries. The students packed several boxes of donated items the Willow Creek Community Church had collected to send to villages in Tanzania. Afterwards, the students journaled about the positive feelings they felt while helping someone.*

*Special thanks to Chris Starzynski for contributing her project idea.


