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Of Beetles & Angels Reading Guide, Chapt. 5-8

QAR stands for Question-Answer Relationships.  By figuring out the kind of question that you have to answer, you will be able to then determine the best way to appropriately answer the question.  There are three primary question types to a QAR, they are:

1.  
Text Explicit – which means the answers to these questions can be found directly in the text.  These questions can be answered efficiently in one or two sentences since they require no interpretation.  We will refer to these kinds of questions as “Right There” questions and abbreviate them as (RT).

2.
Text Implicit – which means that you must search for ideas in the text that are related to each other and put them together to answer the question.  These questions require explanation and interpretation and may require three to five sentences to completely answer.  We will refer to these kinds of questions as “Think & Search” questions and abbreviate them as (T&S).

3.
Script Specific – which means that you answer the question based upon your prior knowledge and experience with the topic.  These questions require a personal response or opinion that require at least one paragraph to answer.  We will refer to these kinds of questions as “On Your Own” questions and abbreviate them as (OYO).

Directions:  For each of the following questions, first, determine the type of question being asked, and then provide the kind of answer that it requires.  These questions are not necessarily in chronological order.  Their origins and answers can be found throughout Chapters 5-8 in Of Beetles and Angels.  

1.
What is the lesson that Haileab tries to teach his children through his story about “beetles and angels”?

2.
How could you personally apply Haileab’s lesson about “beetles and angels” to your own life?

3.
According to Haileab, what must his children do to be successful in school?  If they succeed in school, what does he believe will happen to them?

4.
Describe one of the many fights that Tewolde and Mawi get into during Chapter 6.  

5.
How does Haileab “betray” Tewolde and Mawi in Ch. 6?  Why do they feel this way about Haileab’s proclamation on page 40 (36)?

6
Think of a rule or decision made by your parents with which you really disagreed.  What restriction did they place upon you?  How did it make you feel?  Did you obey or disobey this order?  What has been the result?

7.
What is Hoyo Hoyo and when is it celebrated?  What U.S. holiday does it most resemble?  What are the rituals and customs of the holiday? 

8.
Describe your most memorable Halloween experience, perhaps a favorite costume, candy haul, or trick/prank you played.

9.
Mawi and Tewolde played many Halloween pranks over the years, but what is the one Halloween incident that Mawi regrets?  Why?

10.
What item does Mawi help steal that almost gets him into serious trouble with the law?

11.
Have you ever stolen anything or taken something that you weren’t supposed to?  Did you get caught?  What were the consequences of your action?

12.
What does “Libee Migbar” translate into in English?  How old is Tewolde when he starts to go through this special transformation?

13.
What are some of the jobs that Tewolde and Mawi do to earn money?  At what age does Tewolde go into business for himself?  What kind of business does he start?

14.
In your opinion, what is the most charitable act that is attributed to Tewolde in Chapter 8?

15. 
What tragically happens to Tewolde?  When?
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