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Of Beetles & Angels Reading Guide, Chapt. 1-4

QAR stands for Question-Answer Relationships.  By figuring out the kind of question that you have to answer, you will be able to then determine the best way to appropriately answer the question.  There are three primary question types to a QAR, they are:

1.  
Text Explicit – which means the answers to these questions can be found directly in the text.  These questions can be answered efficiently in one or two sentences since they require no interpretation.  We will refer to these kinds of questions as “Right There” questions and abbreviate them as (RT).

2.
Text Implicit – which means that you must search for ideas in the text that are related to each other and put them together to answer the question.  These questions require explanation and interpretation and may require three to five sentences to completely answer.  We will refer to these kinds of questions as “Think & Search” questions and abbreviate them as (T&S).

3.
Script Specific – which means that you answer the question based upon your prior knowledge and experience with the topic.  These questions require a personal response or opinion that requires at least one paragraph to answer.  We will refer to these kinds of questions as “On Your Own” questions and abbreviate them as (OYO).

Directions:  For each of the following questions, first, determine the type of question being asked, and then provide the kind of answer that it requires.  These questions are not necessarily in chronological order.  Their origins and answers can be found throughout Chapters 1-4 in Of Beetles & Angels.  

1.
What is the sight from his journey to Sudan that Mawi says that he will never forget?

2.
What are some of the dangers refugees face in the camp at Umsagata?  What can refugees do to avoid some of these perils?

3.
In the Author’s Note, Mawi says that he is inspired by the courage and experiences of the hundreds of thousands of Eritrean and Ethiopian refugees.  Who or what inspires you in your daily life?

4.
How old is Mawi when he becomes a refugee?

5.
What was going to school like for Mawi and Tewolde while they were living at the refugee camp in Umsagata?  Why were the teachers allowed to behave like this?

6.
What is Mawi’s father’s greatest habesha talent?

7.
Who arrives in Umsagata just days before the Asgedom family is supposed to leave for America?  How do the family’s plans change as a result?

8.
In Chapter 3, “Coming to America” Mawi says, “For even the most horrifying memories are you; they are yours and no one else’s.  And they, along with good memories, are your life.”  What are some of the strongest memories from your childhood?  Discuss at least one of them here.

9.
Who do Mawi’s parents contact in order to get assistance in coming to America?  Who is the contact person who helps them in the United States?  What assistance does this organization provide to refugees?  

10.
Where does the Asgedom family eventually settle down?  Who are their sponsors?  Who is Charlene?

11. 
Who is Hntsa-Eyesus?  What is he also known as?  What does he symbolize?
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