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Of Beetles & Angels Reading Guide, Chapt. 9-12

QAR stands for Question-Answer Relationships.  By figuring out the kind of question that you have to answer, you will be able to then determine the best way to appropriately answer the question.  There are three primary question types to a QAR, they are:

1.  
Text Explicit – which means the answers to these questions can be found directly in the text.  These questions can be answered efficiently in one or two sentences since they require no interpretation.  We will refer to these kinds of questions as “Right There” questions and abbreviate them as (RT).

2.
Text Implicit – which means that you must search for ideas in the text that are related to each other and put them together to answer the question.  These questions require explanation and interpretation and may require three to five sentences to completely answer.  We will refer to these kinds of questions as “Think & Search” questions and abbreviate them as (T&S).

3.
Script Specific – which means that you answer the question based upon your prior knowledge and experience with the topic.  These questions require a personal response or opinion that require at least one paragraph to answer.  We will refer to these kinds of questions as “On Your Own” questions and abbreviate them as (OYO).

Directions:  For each of the following questions, first, determine the type of question being asked, and then provide the kind of answer that it requires.  These questions are not necessarily in chronological order.  Their origins and answers can be found throughout Chapters 9-12 in Of Beetles and Angels.  

1.
One topic that the Asgedom children are not allowed to talk about with their parents is 



.  Is there one topic that you never discuss with your parents either?  What is it?  Why do you think it is never discussed?

2.
Why did Haileab have to flee Adi Wahla for the Sudan?  Why couldn’t he bring his family with him?

3.
What is tekh-tekh-ta?  How are people treated who have it?

4.
Why were the people in the village so upset when they discovered that Haileab had left?

5.
When and where was Haileab born?  In what two places did Haileab spend his childhood?  What were these places like for him?  

6.
What steps did Haileab go through to become a doctor?  What kind of test did he take to

 
become one? How did Haileab do? 

7.
Haileab Asgedom lived a wild young adulthood primarily due to the lack of parental figures in his life.  What did he say was his greatest regret about this period in his life?

8.
While living with his uncle, Haileab regularly went without food for many days.  What is the longest amount of time you have gone without eating?  Do you think you could go without food for more than 24 hours?  How does feeling truly hungry make you feel?

9.
What physical conditions caused Haileab to lose his job in America?  Into what creature did he feel that he had metamorphosed as a result of his unemployment? 

10.
After teaching his sons about hard work through having them do chores around the house and work in the yard, Haileab said to his sons on page 99 (89), “Listen to me, my children.  It is painful for you now, but believe me, the day will come when you will thank me.  for I am teaching you how to work and how to live with your neighbors.”  What chores do your parents make you do around the house that you do not enjoy doing?  What important lessons do you feel your parents have taught you about life up to this point?

11.
What significant role does the character Berhe play in Chapter 11 in Of Beetles and Angels?  What information does he share with Mawi about Haileab?  What does this information make Mawi realize about his father?

12.
Do you agree or disagree with Mawi when he says on page 111 (99), “Sticks and stones can indeed break bones, but words can often do worse”?  Can words be more painful than physical injury sometimes?  Discuss your feelings on this topic.

13.
What is the one advanced course that Mawi cannot get into during his freshman year of high school?  What does he do in order to insure that he is placed into sophomore advanced U.S. history? 

14.
What causes Mawi to almost give up his goal of being a top student?  What causes him to change his mind and keep working to his fullest ability?

15.
Why is Mawi “always thankful that Coach Kroger stopped me alongside that bus freshman year”? (115, 103).

16.
Where does Mawi initially plan to go to college?  With the encouragement of his guidance counselor Mrs. Martin, what other schools does he apply to?  Eventually what university does Mawi decide to attend?  What kind of scholarship does he receive?
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