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Dear Educators and Administrators:

The Of Beetles & Angels Teaching Guide provides educators with effective lesson ideas that are:     

1.  Aligned with Illinois and National Standards for grades 6-10 ELL-mainstream.

2. Creative, tested for success, differentiated for higher-level thinking, and TIME-SAVING!

3. Flexible in layout.  The OBAA Teaching Guide is in an electronic format that allows teachers to access and individualize lesson plans easily. 

The OBAA Teaching Guide was designed for use with both the paperback edition (Little, Brown 2002) and the new hard cover edition (Mawi, Inc. 2004). The paperback page numbers are noted in regular print, and the hard cover page numbers are found in italics. 

Please note that the OBAA Teaching Guide is not meant to replace an existing curriculum, but rather to support and strengthen it.  We strongly encourage teachers to adapt the materials according to their specific student needs.  

Inside, please find organized into folders: 

· A comprehensive reading guide, divided into 4 sections (cooperative groups recommended)

· Templates and graphic organizers to accommodate different language proficiency levels

· OBAA vocabulary and definition set 

· Adaptable vocabulary exercises that address language needs (ELL-Advanced)

· General vocabulary exercises, including OBAA Vocabulary Bingo

· Project suggestions that empower students to be contributing members to a greater human community (includes several writing projects) 

· An exclusive Power Point presentation of photos Mawi Asgedom took during his trip to Ethiopia in 2004 with slide-by-slide commentary by Mawi

Academic Standards

In designing the OBAA Teaching Guide, we sought to meet the Illinois Learning Standards for English Language Arts in Reading.
 Illinois standards were on the forefront of the state standards adoption nearly a decade ago, and they remain some of the most demanding academic guidelines for public schools in the country. We used them to create our materials knowing that the concepts they promote approximate similar concepts promoted by other state standards. 
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Since the OBAA Teaching Guide could not be possible without direct contributions, we are eager to receive input from other educators who have found successfully ways to teach Of Beetles & Angels. Please send us your contributions and suggestions to info@mawispeaks.com.

A Note from Mawi Asgedom:

First off, I’d like to thank Mehret Asgedom and Daina Ringus for editing and compiling this incredible guide. 

I’d also like to thank you: The greatest gift you can give an author is to find value in his or her work.  I can’t tell you how much it means to me that you saw sufficient value in Of Beetles & Angels to use it in your classroom.  Thank you!

 

I believe the greatest learning occurs when students make the learning their own, when they interact with the subject matter on their own terms and in a way that relates to them.  I trust this guide – with its many interactive activities and opportunities for self-reflection – will help maximize your students’ growth from Of Beetles & Angels.

 

In using Of Beetles & Angels, you subtly instruct your students that people of all backgrounds, regardless of race, nationality, and socioeconomic background, are important and have something to offer.  I am proud to join you in affirming the dignity and worth of all people.

 

I hope you and your students enjoy my story.  But most of all, I hope my story and this guide will inspire you as you craft your own stories; that you may be inspired to see beauty in others, to overcome challenges, and to work diligently toward your dreams.

 

Izgihare Yihabkoom,

 

Mawi Asgedom

� Illinois Learning Standards, English Language Arts, Reading relevant to this project (cited from the Illinois State Board of Education’s website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ils/ela/standards.htm" ��http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ils/ela/standards.htm�):





Middle/Junior High School





1.A.3a  Apply  knowledge of word  origins and derivations  to comprehend words  used in specific  content areas (e.g.,  scientific, political,  literary, mathematical). 


1.A.3b  Analyze the  meaning of words and  phrases in their  context. 


1.B.3a  Preview  reading materials,  make predictions and  relate reading to  information from other  sources.  


1.B.3b  Identify text  structure and create a  visual representation  (e.g., graphic  organizer, outline,  drawing) to use while  reading. 


1.B.3d  Read age-appropriate material  with fluency and  accuracy


1.C.3a  Use  information to form,  explain and support  questions and  predictions.  


1.C.3b  Interpret and  analyze entire  narrative text using  story elements, point  of view and theme.  


1.C.3c  Compare,  contrast and evaluate  ideas and information  from various sources  and genres. 


1.C.3d  Summarize  and make  generalizations from  content and relate  them to the purpose of  the material.  


1.C.3e  Compare how  authors and illustrators  use text and art across  materials to express  their ideas (e.g.,  foreshadowing, flashbacks, color, strong  verbs, language that  inspires).  


1.C.3f  Interpret tables  that display textual  information and data in  visual formats. 





Early High School 





1.B.4a  Preview  reading materials,  clarify meaning,  analyze overall themes  and coherence, and relate reading to  information from other  sources.


1.B.4b  Analyze,  interpret and compare  a variety of texts for  purpose, structure,  content, detail and  effect.


1.C.4a  Use questions  and predictions to  guide reading. 


1.C.4b  Explain and  justify an interpretation of a text. 


1.C.4d  Summarize  and make  generalizations from  content and relate  them to the purpose of  the material. 


1.C.4e  Analyze how  authors and illustrators  use text and art to  express and  emphasize their ideas  (e.g., imagery, multiple  points of view).





